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As we collectively strive to understand the historic and ongoing relationship between settlement
and the land on which we are located, AAISA respectfully acknowledges that the province of
Alberta is comprised of Treaty 6, Treaty 7, and Treaty 8 territories, and is the traditional lands of
First Nations and Métis peoples.

This report was researched and authored by Marokh Yousifshahi. The Small Centre Toolkit project
led by Angelica Lambert, with key contributions from Leslie Cramer, Leesha Kanbour, and
Daniella Bagmeijer. We gratefully acknowledge the expertise of Raeesa Farooqi, Sami Khiami, and
the rest of the team at AAISA for support they provided throughout the process.

We would like to acknowledge Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) for funding
AAISA’s work with small centres in Alberta.

AAISA would like to extend our sincere gratitude to participants of AAISA’s Small Centre
Engagement Strategy for their participation in the various stages of this project’s development and
for invaluable insights shared through numerous meetings held in-person, via teleconferences, as
well as during site visits. This project would not have come together without the collaborative
efforts of all involved.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

The content of this document is protected by Copyright © 2019 Alberta Association of Immigrant
Serving Association (AAISA). All Rights Reserved. No part of this document including, but not
limited to, the text, graphics, images, logos may be modified, reproduced, transmitted, distributed,
publicly displayed or utilized for any commercial purpose, in any form, by any means, in whole or
in part, without AAISA’s specific written permission. This Copyright Notice is an integral part of
this document and shall not be removed or altered.

Note: Throughout this document, clicking on underlined text will direct to various websites and
resources.
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PROCESS OF MUNICIPAL GOVERNMENTS

Canada has three levels of government: federal, provincial or territorial, and municipal
government.

The municipal government receives its power from the provincial or territorial government and is
governed by the Municipal Government Act that state the purposes of municipalities.

Municipal governments consist of a council that are made up of a mayor and councillors. The
city or town council decides on by-laws that deal with issues that concern their community through
committees that are made up of councillors. This can include public parks, libraries, social services,
garbage removal, recycling, public transportation, local police and fire services.

This document provides details on the processes of municipal governments in centres across
Alberta. Sources are linked throughout the document and further detail can be found on each
municipality’s website.

BANFF

Town Council
Banff Town Council consists of an elected mayor and six elected councillors

Town Council Meetings are open to the public and are held at Banff Town Hall. Members of the

public can register to speak on a specific agenda item or book time to present on a topic as a
delegation.

Public Hearings are opportunities for the public to speak to council on specific bylaws. Members
of the public can register to speak at Public Hearing of Banft Town Council.

Committees

Banff has advisory committees, boards and two corporations that provide support and advice to
the town council. Each link provides more detail on the focus of the committee.

Advisory Committees Boards Corporations

e Community Art e Assessment Review e Banff Heritage
Committee Board Corporation

e Finance Committee e DBanff Public Library e Banff Housing

e Council Compensation Board Corporation
Review Committee e Development Appeal

e Community Housing Board

Strategy Committee
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http://banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=686
http://banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=583
http://banff.ca/facilities/facility/details/Banff-Town-Hall-37
http://www.banff.ca/AgendaCenter/Agendas--Minutes-Banff-Town-Council-14
https://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=661
http://banff.ca/index.aspx?nid=687
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=617
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=617
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=683
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=867
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=867
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=894
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=894
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=314
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=314
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=317
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=317
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=620
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=620
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=619
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=619
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=316
http://www.banff.ca/index.aspx?NID=316
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e Municipal Planning
Commission

BROOKS

City Council

Brooks City Council consists of an elected Mayor and six elected Councillors.

City Council Meetings are held twice a month at Brooks City Hall, the agendas can be found here.

Members of the public can register to make a presentation to Council as a delegation.
Committees

The City of Brooks has many Boards, Committees and Commissions. However, the City of Brooks
has two main committees: Council Committee and the Municipal Planning Commission. Further
information and agendas can be found here.

CALGARY

City Council
Calgary City Council consists of an elected Mayor and fourteen Councillors.

Council meetings consist of reviewing reports and approving or editing recommendations within
them. These reports are provided in advance in the Council meeting agenda. Council meetings

are usually held on Mondays and the public is open to attend any public Council meeting in person
or watch remotely online. Members of the public can attend and speak to items during a Public
Hearing which are held once a month. More information on how to attend a City Council or
committee meeting can be found here.

Committees

There are four Standing Policy Committees (SPCs) that report directly to Council. The reports are
worked on by a Council committee before going to Council.

e Community and Protective Services Committee (SPC on CPS)
e DPlanning and Urban Development (SPC on PUD)

e Transportation and Transit (SPC on T&T)
e Utilities and Corporate Services (SPC on UCS)

City Councillors and the public participate in over 60 boards, commissions, and committees that
make reports and recommendations to City Council on a variety of topics. Public members for
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https://www.brooks.ca/Directory.aspx?DID=15
https://www.brooks.ca/Directory.aspx?EID=9
https://www.brooks.ca/Directory.aspx?DID=15
http://www.brooks.ca/
https://www.brooks.ca/AgendaCenter/Search/?term=&CIDs=all&startDate=&endDate=&dateRange=&dateSelector=
https://www.brooks.ca/DocumentCenter/View/378/Delegation-Form-PDF?bidId=
https://www.brooks.ca/204/Boards-Commissions
https://www.brooks.ca/266/City-Council
https://www.brooks.ca/205/Municipal-Planning-Commission
https://www.brooks.ca/AgendaCenter/Search/?term=&CIDs=all&startDate=&endDate=&dateRange=&dateSelector=
http://www.calgary.ca/citycouncil/mayor/Pages/home.aspx
http://www.calgary.ca/citycouncil/Pages/Councillors-and-Wards.aspx
http://www.calgary.ca/CA/city-clerks/Pages/Legislative-services/Agenda-Minutes.aspx
http://www.calgary.ca/CA/city-clerks/Pages/Council-and-Committee-webcasts.aspx
http://www.calgary.ca/CA/city-clerks/Pages/Get-Involved-with-City-Council.aspx
http://bcconline.calgary.ca/publish/bcc.aspx?id=84
http://bcconline.calgary.ca/publish/bcc.aspx?id=187
http://bcconline.calgary.ca/publish/bcc.aspx?id=189
http://bcconline.calgary.ca/publish/bcc.aspx?id=188
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many of the boards, commissions and committees are recruited annually. More information about
boards, commissions and committees including committee descriptions, members, mandates and
meeting dates can be found here.

EDMONTON

City Council
Edmonton City Council consists of an elected Mayor and twelve elected Councillors.

City Council Meetings are open to the public and are held at Edmonton City Hall. Edmonton City

Council also holds Public Hearings where members of the public can register to speak on specitic
agenda items.

Committees

Edmonton has nine committees comprised of members of City Council. Each committee focuses
on different areas within the City of Edmonton. Topics relevant within each committee are
discussed and decided at committee level prior to going to City Council for approval. Each link
provides more detail on the organization and focus of the committee.

e Audit Committee

e City Manager and City Auditor Performance Evaluation Committee

e Code of Conduct Sub-Committee

e Community and Public Services Committee (Note: The mandate of this committee
includes issues and policies that impact newcomers)

e Council Services Committee

e Executive Committee

e Inter-municipal and Regional Development Committee
e Urban Planning Committee
o Utility Committee

FORT MCMURRAY

City Council

Fort McMurray falls within the Regional Municipality of Wood Buftalo (RMWB). RMWB Council
consists of an elected Mayor and ten elected Councillors.

Council meetings are held twice a month and are open to the public, agendas and minutes can be
found here.
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http://www.calgary.ca/CA/city-clerks/Pages/Legislative-services/Boards-commissions-and-committees-of-council/Boards-Commissions-and-Committees.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/city_organization/the-mayor.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/city_organization/city-councillors.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/city-council-public-hearing-agendas-minutes.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/attractions_events/city-hall.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/documents/PDF/Public_Hearing_Procedures.pdf
http://coewebapps.edmonton.ca/rqspeak/
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council-committee-meetings.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/audit-committee.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/city-manager-city-auditor-performance-evaluation-committee.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/code-of-conduct-sub-committee.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/community-public-services-committee.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/council-services-committee.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/executive-committee.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/inter-municipal-and-regional-economic-development-committee-schedules-and-members.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/urban-planning-committee.aspx
https://www.edmonton.ca/city_government/council_committee_meetings/utility-committee.aspx
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/Mayor-and-Council/Mayor.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/Mayor-and-Council/Councillor-Profiles.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/council_meetings/Council-and-Committee-Meetings.htm?
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Committees

RMWB Council has several Boards and Committees that support the Wood Buffalo community
in a volunteer capacity. The Boards provide advice and inform the Mayor and Councillors on

matters that impact the public. Each link provides more information on the Boards and

Committees.
Committees Boards Commission
e Advisory Committeeon e Assessment Review e Combative Sports
Aging Boards Commission
e Communities in Bloom e Fort McMurray Airport
Committee Authority
e Community e Regional Recreation
Identification Committee Corporation Board
e Public Art Committee e Subdivision and
e Regional Advisory Development Appeal
Committee on Inclusion, Board

Diversity and Equality o  w0d Buffalo Housing
(includes community -

and Development

members that work in Corporation Board

e  Wood Buffalo Regional
Library Board

settlement services)

GRANDE PRAIRIE

City Council
Grande Prairie City Council consists of an elected Mayor and eight elected Councillors.

City Council meetings are held every second Monday except for Saturday Holidays. Council and
Committee meetings are open to the public to attend and agendas and minutes can be found here.

Committees

There are several Boards, Committees and Commissions that the City Council of Grande Prairie
has formed or participates in. A full list can be found here.

e Arts Development Committee
e Assessment Review Board

e Combative Sports Commission

© 2019 AAISA Pagel 6


https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Advisory-Committee-on-Aging.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Advisory-Committee-on-Aging.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Communities-in-Bloom-Committee.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Communities-in-Bloom-Committee.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Community-Identification-Committee.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Community-Identification-Committee.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Public-Art-Committee.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Regional-Advisory-Committee-on-Inclusion--Diversity-and-Equality.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Regional-Advisory-Committee-on-Inclusion--Diversity-and-Equality.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Regional-Advisory-Committee-on-Inclusion--Diversity-and-Equality.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Assessment-Review-Boards.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Assessment-Review-Boards.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Fort-McMurray-Airport-Authority.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Fort-McMurray-Airport-Authority.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Regional-Recreation-Corporation-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Regional-Recreation-Corporation-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Subdivision-and-Development-Appeal-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Subdivision-and-Development-Appeal-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Subdivision-and-Development-Appeal-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Wood-Buffalo-Housing-and-Development-Corporation-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Wood-Buffalo-Housing-and-Development-Corporation-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Wood-Buffalo-Housing-and-Development-Corporation-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Library-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/Library-Board.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/RMWBCSC.htm
https://www.rmwb.ca/Municipal-Government/boards_committees/RMWBCSC.htm
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=722
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=719
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=807
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=830
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2620
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2629
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2621
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e Community Enhancement Advisory Committee
e Council Remuneration Review Committee

e Downtown Business Improvement Area (BIA) Board

e Economic Development Strategic Planning & Advisory Committee

e Grande Prairie Airport Commission
e Grande Prairie Library Board

e Pursuit of Excellence Committee
e Revolution Place Advisory Board

e Subdivision and Development Appeal Board

LETHBRIDGE

City Council

Lethbridge City Council consists of an elected Mayor and eight elected Councillors. Council
meetings are held biweekly and are open to the public, Council meetings consist of listening to
presentations, asking questions, reviewing reports or written submissions, and considering
recommendations written within them. Council meeting agenda and minutes can be found here.

Committees

Council members are appointed to committees, and the City regularly recruits volunteers from the
community to serve on them, as well.

A list of all boards, commissions, and committees list can be found here.

LLOYDMINSTER

City Council

Lloydminster City Council consists of an elected Mayor and six Councillors. City Council
meetings are held twice a month and are open to the public to attend and are live-streamed via
YouTube. Lloydminster City Council meeting schedule is posted online and City Council
agendas and meeting minutes are available to access online.

The public is open to speak at a Council meeting or Governance and Priorities Committee (GPC)
meeting. More information on how to submit a request to present at a public meeting can be found
here.

© 2019 AAISA Pagel7


http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2625
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2900
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2628
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2624
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2622
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2623
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2627
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2626
http://www.cityofgp.com/index.aspx?page=2630
https://www.lethbridge.ca/City-Government/City-Council/Mayor/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.lethbridge.ca/City-Government/City-Council/CouncillorsOffice/Pages/default.aspx
https://agendas.lethbridge.ca/AgendaOnline/
https://www.lethbridge.ca/City-Government/Boards-Commissions-Committees/Pages/Boards-Commissions-and-Committee-Listing.aspx
https://www.lloydminster.ca/en/your-city-hall/mayor-and-city-council.aspx
https://www.lloydminster.ca/en/your-city-hall/live-stream.aspx
https://calendar.lloydminster.ca/meetings
https://www.lloydminster.ca/en/your-city-hall/agendas-and-minutes.aspx?_mid_=307
https://www.lloydminster.ca/en/your-city-hall/speaking-before-council.aspx?_mid_=311
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City Council

Medicine Hat City Council consists of a Mayor and eight Councillors, elected for a term of four
years. The public can attend City Council meetings and can access to meeting minutes and
agendas and meeting videos.

Committees

There are eight standing committees that are part of the City of Medicine Hat corporate
governance. A list is provided with links to each committee.

e Administrative Committee

e Administrative & Legislative Review Committee
e Audit Committee

e Corporate Services Committee

e Development and Infrastructure Committee

e Energy and Utilities Committee

e Heritage Resources Committee
e Public Services Committee

RED DEER

City Council

Red Deer City Council consists of a Mayor and eight Councillors. City Council meets every two
weeks, on Mondays. Regular Council meetings are broadcast by live stream on the council
agendas and minutes webpage.

City Council meetings are open to the public and the public is open to request an item on the
agenda.

Committees

There are a total of nine committees, commissions and boards. A full list is provided with a link
to each.

e Appeal Boards

e Audit Committee

e Community Housing Advisory Boards

e Family & Community Support Services (FCSS)
e Governance and Policy Committee

e Mayor’s Recognition Awards Committee

© 2019 AAISA Pagel 8


https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/city-council/members
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/agendas-and-minutes
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/agendas-and-minutes
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/city-council/meeting-videos
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/corporate-services-committee
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/senior-administration
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/administrative-legislative-review-committee
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/audit-committee
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/corporate-services-committee
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/development-and-infrastructure-committee
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/energy-utilities-committee
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/heritage-resources-committee
https://www.medicinehat.ca/government/committees-commissions-and-boards/standing-committees/public-services-committee
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/city-council/city-council-profiles/mayor-tara-veer/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/city-council/city-council-profiles/
http://meeting.reddeer.ca/meetresults.aspx
http://meeting.reddeer.ca/meetresults.aspx
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-meetings-and-schedule/getting-on-the-agenda/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/appeal-boards/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/audit-committee/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/community-housing-advisory-board-chab/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/family--community-support-services-fcss-board/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/governance-and-policy-committee/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/mayors-recognition-awards-committee/
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e Municipal Planning Commission (MPC)

e Nomination Committee
e Public Art Commission

© 2019 AAISA Pagel 9


http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/municipal-planning-commission-mpc/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/nomination-committee/
http://www.reddeer.ca/city-government/mayor-and-city-councillors/council-committees/our-committees/public-art-commission/

