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FIRST 
READING

•An MLA introduces a bill to the Legislative Assembly.

SECOND 
READING

•Other MLAs have a chance to study the bill.

•The public can contact their MLA to provide their opinions or they can write letters to the 
newspaper, hold public meetings, or start petitions to suggest alternatives to the bill. 

COMMITT
EE OF 
THE 

WHOLE

•If the bill passes the second reading, MLAs meet as a Committee of the Whole to discuss it in 
detail.

•Much of the debate happens at this stage and at times amendments are also made to the bill. 

THIRD 
READING

•The benefits of the bill are outlined by the sponsors and the opposition party states their 
disagreement or agreement with the bill.

•A final vote is taken once the debate is finished.

ROYAL 
ASSENT

•After the Assembly passes a bill, it must go through formal approval by the monarch's 
representative, the Lieutenant Governor, for Royal Assent before it can become law.
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