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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

As we collectively strive to understand the historic and ongoing relationship between settlement
and the land on which we are located, AAISA respectfully acknowledges that the province of
Alberta is comprised of Treaty 6, Treaty 7, and Treaty 8 territories, and is the traditional lands of
First Nations and Métis peoples.

This report was researched and authored by Marokh Yousifshahi. The Small Centre Toolkit project
led by Angelica Lambert, with key contributions from Leslie Cramer, Leesha Kanbour, and
Daniella Bagmeijer. We gratefully acknowledge the expertise of Raeesa Farooqi, Sami Khiami, and
the rest of the team at AAISA for support they provided throughout the process.

We would like to acknowledge Immigration, Refugees and Citizenship Canada (IRCC) for funding
AAISA’s work with agencies in Alberta’s small centres.

AAISA would like to extend our sincere gratitude to participants of AAISA’s Small Centre
Engagement Strategy for their participation in the various stages of this project’s development and
for invaluable insights shared through numerous meetings held in-person, via teleconferences, as
well as during site visits. This project would not have come together without the collaborative
efforts of all involved.

COPYRIGHT NOTICE

The content of this document is protected by Copyright © 2019 Alberta Association of Immigrant
Serving Association (AAISA). All Rights Reserved. No part of this document including, but not
limited to, the text, graphics, images, logos may be modified, reproduced, transmitted, distributed,
publicly displayed or utilized for any commercial purpose, in any form, by any means, in whole or
in part, without AAISA’s specific written permission. This Copyright Notice is an integral part of
this document and shall not be removed or altered.

Note: Throughout this document, clicking on underlined text will direct to various websites and
resources.
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PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF ALBERTA

Canada has three levels of government: federal, provincial or territorial, and municipal
government.

Provincial or territorial governments in Canada are below the federal government. At the
provincial level, a Lieutenant Governor represents the Queen.

In Alberta, there are 87 constituencies in specific areas within the province. During the Alberta
provincial elections, the candidates in each constituency who wins the highest number of votes
becomes the Member of the Legislative Assembly (MLA) for that constituency.

Elections must be held every four years but may be held sooner. In a general election, Albertans
vote on who they want to represent Albertans in the Leqgislative Assembly of Alberta. The leader
of the political party with the most winning candidates (seats) becomes the Premier of Alberta.

Parties that have fewer seats form the Opposition. The Opposition is made up of MLAs who are
not part of the governing party and their role is to critique government activity, propose
improvements to legislation, and present itself to the public as an alternative to the party in office.

The Premier leads the provincial government and is also the President of Executive Council.
Additionally, the Premier chairs the Cabinet and chooses MLAs to serve as ministers in the
Cabinet. The Cabinet sets government policy and introduces laws for the Legislative Assembly to

consider.
HOW A BILL BECOMES LAW
N
« An MLA introduces a bill to the Legislative Assembly.
J
»Other MLAs have a chance to study the bill. )
* The public can contact their MLA to provide their opinions or they can write letters to the
newspaper, hold public meetings, or start petitions to suggest alternatives to the bill. )

«If the bill passes the second reading, MLAs meet as a Committee of the Whole to discuss it in )
detail.

*Much of the debate happens at this stage and at times amendments are also made to the bill.

J
* The benefits of the bill are outlined by the sponsors and the opposition party states their
disagreement or agreement with the bill.
« A final vote is taken once the debate is finished. )
N
« After the Assembly passes a bill, it must go through formal approval by the monarch's
representative, the Lieutenant Governor, for Royal Assent before it can become law.
J
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http://www.lieutenantgovernor.ab.ca/default.htm
https://www.elections.ab.ca/
https://www.elections.ab.ca/
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/net/index.aspx?p=mla_home
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/default.htm
https://www.alberta.ca/premier.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/ministries.aspx
https://www.alberta.ca/premier-cabinet.aspx

